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How to change the Windows 
registry to exit console mode 

No. CQTB008 
April 30, 2020 

 Introduction 

These instructions outline the procedure for manually changing the Windows registry to exit console 
mode. This may need to be done if Vista is not booting in console mode and you therefore need to 
manually reboot to desktop.  

Procedure to disable console mode: 

1. Open the task manager by pressing CNTRL SHIFT EXIT 

2. Press “File > Run new task” 

3. Type “Regedit”and press “ok” - The registry editor window will open  

4. Navigate to  “Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows 

NT\CurrentVersion\Winlogon” 

5. Double click and open the “shell” entry 

6. Change the value data to become “explorer.exe”. Press “ok”. 

7. Restart your computer. The device should now boot in desktop mode.  

Procedure to re-enable console mode: 

1. Open the task manager by pressing CNTRL SHIFT EXIT 

2. Press “File > Run new task” 

3. Type “Regedit”and press “ok” - The registry editor window will open  

4. Navigate to  “Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows 

NT\CurrentVersion\Winlogon” 

5. Double click and open the “shell” entry 

6. Change the value data to become “C:\Program Files (x86)\Chroma-Q\Vista3\VistaLauncher.exe”.  

Press “ok”. 

7. Restart your computer. The device should now boot in console mode.  
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To permanently disable console mode: 

1. Boot Vista in console mode 

2. Press “file > user preferences” 

3. Within the “console tab” check “stay in desktop mode” 

4. Press “apply” and “OK” 

5. Press “File > Reboot to desktop” 

6. Uninstall the Vista application.  

7. Reinstall the Vista application, this time not checking the installation mode use console mode. 
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